Skin diseases in a Merino sheep herd related to an excessively rainy winter in a Mediterranean climatic zone.
A retrospective study is presented here in which an outbreak of dermatophilosis and morbidity of fleece rot in a sheep herd grazing throughout the year in the Carmel hills are described for the first time in a Mediterranean climatic zone. Both diseases were closely related to intense and prolonged rains during the winter months of 1991/1992. Morbidity of dermatophilosis appeared after 650 mm and that of fleece rot after 1320 mm of precipitation. The pathogenesis of these diseases is discussed.